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in his absence guerrilla troops occupied the city of Irkutsk and,
contrary to instructions from Moscow, brought about a Soviet
revolution. No one dared to expel them and even Lenin's Central
Committee accepted the revolution as a fait accompli.

The new buffer republic was proclaimed on April 6, 1920, Its
first capital was the city of Verkhneudinsk; later it was moved to
Chita. The government was at first constituted as a coalition of
the three parties, but in this form it did not last long. The Bolshevik
forces soon destroyed the armed groups of the other parties and
suppressed their press. The members of the government represent-
ing these parties resigned, and the government, headed by Kras-
noshchokov, became actually a one-party Communist govern-
ment.7

In an attempt to put an end to the internal struggles inside the
Communist party in Siberia, the Central Committee in Moscow
issued detailed instructions concerning the Far Eastern Republic.
Lenin's authorship of these secret instructions, which were dated
August 13, 1920, is obvious, and the instructions are interesting
and important, since they were the first setting forth of a scheme
of "a friendly government" and of a "democratic" state under
Communist leadership without open sovietization and nationaliza-
tion of property. Twenty-five years later when, in a quite different
international situation, the Soviet Government proceeded to create
its "sphere" in central and eastern Europe, it had simply to dig out
from the archives and to apply these instructions of Lenin's relating
to the Far Eastern Republic.

The bourgeois-democratic character of the buffer is purely formal
[Lenin's instructions went, and continued] A parliamentary system
must not be permitted . . .

Formal abolition of private property is absolutely inadmissible. But
by various restrictions (for example, by confiscation of the enterprises
belonging to enemies of the people, especially to those who fled abroad;
by introduction of state monopoly of grain and raw materials; and by
other measures) an intermediary political situation must be created
which will be expedient for the needs of Communist guidance.

The Central Committee [of the Communist party in Moscow] will
direct the policy of the Far Eastern Republic through a Bureau for the

7. The government consisted of seven members. There was a joke popular at that
time in Siberia: "The government is a million; it consists of one Krasnoshchokov and
six zeros,*1